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Editor's Note This article was written by my cous1il Ethel Vvc)odson Bell. She ti, turn gave a copy to my mother; lone
Peveler Wa/lc1ce. I myself spent mdny wonderful hours dt the Old Homestedd, and I remember the
smokehouse, the well, dnd those wonderful featherbed.,. When I was a child my gredt Uncle Ed c1nd
Aunt Annabelle (Pollock) Peveler lived there. It was not until recently that I &,covered that there was a
wonderful old 'dogtrot· cabin under that clapboard siding.. The cabin is located in the Midland Community ), H. W

THE HOMESTEAD

We do not know just how old the Old Homestead is; it was there before the Civil War,
and was there in 1864 when Granny and her first husband, Joe Noffsinger, were married
and moved into the log cabin. It has evolved through the years and doesn't look like it did
when Nancy and Joe took up residence there.
It originally consisted of two large log rooms with a driveway between; each room had a
red brick chimney at the end of the room. In time, and I don't know when, the driveway
was enclosed and made into a room with a stoop about 12x14 feet in front of the enclosed
driveway. There were built-in benches on each side of the stoop. I don't know the year the
house was weather boarded, but my earliest recollection of it was that it was painted a
buff color and the benches were a red brick shade.
There were three rooms added across the back of the house, or rather two rooms and an
enclosed screened-in porch. The kitchen was the room next to the road and had a brick
chimney at the end and an open fireplace, and a big flagstone hearth, where Granny did
her cooking. There were dog-irons and cranes from which kettles swung; there were
griddle-irons and sweet potatoes roasting in the coals. I remember Granny cooking like
this and I also remember her first cook stove, and how proud she was of it. It was a little
affair in three levels; called a step-stove. Later she had a big range with a hot water tank!

-

The screened-in porch joined the kitchen and the little bedroom on the other end of the
house. The family ate in the kitchen in the winter time and on the porch in the summer
time. The girls probably slept in the little back bedroom, and the boys slept in the upstairs
attic rooms, which were reached by a hand carved stairway. The children slept in the
trundle beds kept under the big beds in the day time.
In the side yard was a windlass well with a roof over it, and high above it was a martin box,
where martins chattered all day long. Near the well and next to the road big bird dogs
lounged peacefully in the sun to give the alarm of any arrivals.
On the farther aside and next to the garden was the dinner bell to call the men in from the
fields for dinner. Around the garden was a whitewashed picket fence , and hollyhocks
bloomed in profusion. Outside the fence and down the hillside flags ( iris ) and on the
roadside fillies grew wild.
In the back of the house on the garden side was the smokehouse where cured meat
hung - along the wall on shelves were crocks and jars of food. In the center was a de40
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pression in the earth, where Granny kept her milk and butter cool.
In front near the road were two giant oak trees and in the front of the stoop on each side
of the walk were two cedar trees planted by my mother and Aunt Mary Jane while they
were still girls at home.
Over all this a huge sycamore tree in the back of the house spread it's giant branches like
an umbrella over the house . Not the present sycamore.
In the summer as one drove from Midland it was a picturesque scene which I carry in my
memory and have tried to recreate it in my own place.
I have hollyhocks from seed I got at Granny's. I have a martin box (but no martins). I have
a dinner bell and a giant sycamore tree In my back yard spread over my house. We
planted it 50 years ago. It Is messy and dirty, but I won't part with it. It is the only tree on
our property that survived the tornado of 1968.
The old Homestead was self-sufficient; there were cows for milk and butter, chickens and
eggs; there were always a flock of sheep. They were sheared and the wool processed,
dyed and spun into yarns for making blankets, socks, mittens, etc. The women all knit and
wove. There were horses, mules and oxen to be used in the fields. The boys also used
the horses to go courting.
They raised some flax and spun it into linen for clothing. When I was a little girl there was
still a flax house in the lot back of the yard. The floor was covered with flax seed and it
was full of wasp. Some of the cotton was raised for batting for quilts and medicinal purposes. A lot of pretty quilts were made by women in those days.
There were geese and ducks that were plucked by my mother and Granny regularly ; the
feathers were put into bags and when full were taken to Gishton and traded for sugar,
salt, soda and thread, etc. One old gander with the meanest blue eyes always chased
me as I went down the lane to Uncle Bill's. I was scared to death of him. He would grab
my skirt in his bill and pull as hard as he could to throw me down - I mean he was mean !
Granny had feather beds on all her beds and also feather pillows; only the poorest people
stuffed pillows and beds with corn shucks.
They made hominy every fall - big kettles of corn were soaked in lye until the husk came
off, then rinsed many times, dried and stored for winter. Corn was taken to the grist mill
and ground into meal; everybody ate cornbread .
Hog killing time was a big event when it got cold weather. The neighbors came to help
with the sausage which was ground, fried and packed in lard to seal it in; hams and
shoulders were cured as was bacon, and hung in the smokehouse.
Granny made her own lye soap and washed at the old spring down back of the farm at
the foot of the hill. A clothes line was strung between trees; clothes (white ones) were
boiled in a big kettle to get them white. Sometimes neighbors got together to wash, and
41
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would take their lunch such as fried chicken, etc. They made wash day a fun day.
There was a big orchard with all kind of apples; early June ones and fall apples for storing
for the winter. There were luscious early white peaches and many other varieties, damsons and a sarvis tree. Sarvis were small like currants and a sheet was placed under the
tree to catch them when shaken off. I was at Granny's once when they shook the sarvis
tree . Fruits were made into preserves or dried as good canning methods were not yet
known .
Beans were raised as well as blackened peas and dried and shelled out for winter. Sweet
potatoes were a standard food and stored for winter, too. Granny also had an herb garden
and grew all kind of herbs for cooking , and for medicinal purposes.
There was horehound for making candy for coughs; catnip for tea to make babies sleep,
vermifuge for worms and fennels of all kinds.
My mother got a supply of herbs every fall from the old home place to dose us with. She
got goose grease and mutton tallow, too, to rub on with turpentine for chest colds. The
vermifuge was to flush out the worms if we had any, and the other herbs were for tea. We
must have been a healthy bunch because we never bought much at the drug store maybe a little turpentine.
Yes, they were a hardy self-sufficient people. I'm glad I remember all these things. It
seems in looking back at that time, it was a hard life, but they were happy and content;
they knew nothing else. They would be considered poor today, as Ike Eisenhower once
said of his family when he was growing up, "we were poor but didn't know it." He also said
"we'd know it now, we'd be candidates for Welfare."
I'm glad I remember Granny, the way they lived. and the old home place. She and the old
home place have given me something to think about all these years .
From somewhere in the Bible came these words "Yea, I have a goodly heritage."
Ethel Woodson Bell
Granddaughter
February 21, 1981
P.S.
I dedicate these recollections to Goodson Peveler , the only son of Uncle Luther Peveler,
Granny's youngest son. Uncle Luther never left her; he always stayed nearby. Today,
Goodson lives just across the road and in the shadow of the Old Homestead, which has
seen better days.
(Ed. Note - The O ld Homestead is now seeing better days once again, thanks to the hard work of Goodson Peveler. The logs are being preserved, and Goodson has bwlt porches (stoops) onto the CJbin.

42
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MUHLENBERG COUNTY WILL BOOK 4, 1877 -1922
(continued from the previous issue)

Page 12
The last Will and testament of JOHN J. DOVEY of the City of Philadelphia formerly of
Scherfkell County Pennsylvania. With intent to pass all my- estate and to execute all-----. I
give devise, bequeath and appoint as follows; I appoint my friend DAVID PEARSON and
my wife CATHARINE J. DOVEY, executors of my will. I give and devise all my estate real
and personal to the said DAVIS PEARSON and CATHARINE J. DOVEY, after payment of
my just debts and funeral expenses. In third to relieve the rents, profits and income
thereof and after paying all necessary expenses of administering the trust, then interest to
pay one third of the net income to my wife CATHARINE J. DOVEY for life and subject
thereto to apply so much of the income as may be necessary in the maintenance and
education of my infant children until they shall severally attain the age of twenty one years
or in case of a daughter shall marry, each child to be charged in the distribution of the
principal with his or her share of such expenses. When the oldest child attain the age of
twenty one years or being a daughter marries, I authorize the trustees for the time being
acting under this will to appoint three competent persons to appease and value the whole
of my property and to partition and divide the same among such of my said children as
may then be living, in such manner that my son JAMES F. DOVEY and my daughter
MARY ANNA DOVEY will each receive four twenty fifths parts subject to their proportionate share of the mother's income under the will to be secured upon the said property
either by retaining a proper proportion thereof for that purpose or otherwise as the said
trustees may perfect and that my son CHARLES SAMUEL DOVEY shall receive five
twenty fifths

parts and my son WILLIAM

HENRY DOVEY and

GEORGE

B.

MCCLELLAND DOVEY shall each receive six twenty fifth parts thereof subject to a like
provision to secure their mother's interest. Should any of my children dee during their minority and without issue the share of such deceased child whether original or accused by
virture of any provision of this will shall be divided among the surviving brothers and sis43
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ters and the issue of such as may be deceased, such issue taking their parents' share. In
case any more children shall be born to one the division shall be in the following proportions: the child or children over fifteen years of age at the time of my death shall each
have one share, all between the age of ten and fifteen years shall have one fourth more
and all younger than ten years one half more than the eldest. I empower the trustee for
the time being acting under this will to sell and convey lease or otherwise dispose of my
lands and leaseholds and to give discharges for the purchase money and to make such
disposition of the same and of the personal property held by them in trust as to them shall
see - . either by investing in the purchase of real property or such other securings as
they may deem prudent without being essoncled to the investments dethroned by law.
Whenever a --- shall occur in the office of trustee under this will I authorize the survivor
or survivors to appoint from time to time one or more suitable persons to exercise that office as that there shall at all times be at least two persons acting as trustees under this
will. In witness whereof I, JOHN J. DOVEY, the testator have to this my will, set my hand
and seal this thirteenth day of April, Anni Domini, one thousand, eight hundred and sixty
five (1865). JNO. J. DOVEY. Signed, sealed, published and declared by the above
named JOHN J . DOVEY as for his last will and testament in the presence of us who at his
request in his ·presence and in the presence of each other have hereunto subscribed our
names as witnesses thereto, R.C. MURTREE, MILTON S. SLEEPER, CHARLES MILES.

Codicil to the Will of JOHN J. DOVEY. Since executing my Will dated the thirteenth day of
April 1865, I have advanced to my daughter MARY A. BEACHAM the sum of eighteen
thousand, seven hundred and eighty three dollars and seven cents, this sum I direct shall
be treated as an advancement and deducted from her share or the share which may go

to her representative in case of her decease. I have loaned my son JAMES F. DOVEY six
thousand, six hundred and twenty four dollars and forty nine cents, which is secured by
his notes. In case those notes or their renewers are not paid at the time of my death , the
principal sum due thereon , shall be deemed an advancement and deducted from his
share. And whereas DAVID PEARSON, who was nominated as one of my executors has
died . I nominate and appoint JOSEPH W . BEACHAM the husband of my daughter MARY

A. as an executor of my Will in place of the said DAVIS PEARSON . Witness my hand and
seal this day if June, Anno Dominie, one thousand, eight hundred and seventy two. JNO.
44
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J. DOVEY. Signed, sealed, published and declared by the testator as a codicil to his Last
Will and Testament in the presence of us, who hereunto subscribe our names in his presence.

Page 14
and in the presence of each other (the name JOSEPH being first written over, JAMES
erased before signing) CHAS. MILES, JAMES N. DODSON.

City and County of Philadelphia S.S., Registers Office, July 20th 1878. Then personally
appeared R.C. McMURLRIE and CHAS. MILES two of the subscribing witnesses to the
foregoing last will of JNO. J. DOVEY deceased and on the solemn oaths did say that they
were present and did see and hear JNO. J. DOVEY deceased, the testator therein named
sign, seal, publish and declare the same as and for his last will and testament and that at
the doing thereof he was of sound disposing mind, memory and understanding to the best

4I

of their knowledge and belief, R.C. MCMURLRIE, CHAS. MILES. Sworn and subscribed
before me the date above, JAS. BREARLEY, JR., Dep. Register.

City and County of Philadelphia, S.S., Registers Office, July 20th 1878. We do swear that
as the executors of the foregoing last will and testament of JNO. J. DOVEY deceased, we
will well and truly administer the goods and chattels rights and credits of said deceased
according to law and that we will divergently and faithfully regard and well and truly comply
with the provisions of the law relating to collateral inheritances. That the said testator died
on the 15 day of July A.O. 1878 at 7 oclock A.M.

Page 15

JAS. W. BEACHMAN, 289 Clermont Ave., Brooklyn, NY.# C.J. DOVEY, 3313 Baring St.,
Philada., P. Sworn and subscribed before me the date above and sellers testamentary
granted into them, JAS. BREARLEY, JR., Dep. Register.

45
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Know all men by these presents that we JOS. W. BEACHMAN 289 Clermont Ave., New
York. JAMES F. DOVEY, CHARLES S. DOVEY and WILLIAM H. DOVEY 3313 Baring
St., Phila., are held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the sum
of eighty thousand dollars to be paid to the said Commonwea1th. To which payment well
and truly to be made we bond ourselves jointly and severally for and in the whole, our
heirs, executors and administrators and every one of them firmly by these presents.
Sealed with our seals, dated the 20th day of July in the year of our Lord, one thousand,
eight hundred and seventy eight. The condition of this obligation is that if the said
JOSEPH W. BEACHMAN, executor of the last will and testament of JOHN J. DOVEY deceased shall make above and perfect inventory of all and singular the goods, chattle and
credits of the said deceased being within this Commonwealth, which have come or shall
come to his hands, possession or knowledge or unto the hands and possession of any
other person for him and the same so made to exhibit into the Office of the Register of the
County of Philadelphia within thirty days from the date hereof and the same goods do well
and truly administer according to law and make a just and true account of all his actings
and doings therein in one year from the date hereof or When thereto lawfully required and
shall well and truly comply with the laws of this Commonwea1th relating to collateral inheritance and in all other respects with the laws of this Commonwealth relating to his duty as
executor then this obligation to be void otherwise of force and effect, JOS. W. BEACHAM,
JAMES F. DOVEY, CHAS. S. DOVEY, WM. H. DOVEY. Signed, sealed and delivered in
the presence of JAS. BREARLEY, JR., Dep. Register.

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, City and County of Phildelphia, S.S. Registers Office,
August 9th 1878. I JESSE W. NEAL, Register of Wills, for the City and County aforesaid
do certify the foregoing to be a true and accurate copy of the last will and testament and
Codicil thereto of JOHN J. DOVEY deceased, together with the probate these of upon
Which letters testamentary - - - granted unto JOSEPH W. BEACHAM and

Page 16

C.J. DOVEY on the 20th day of July, A.O., 1878 as the same remain on file and of record
46
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this office. In testimony whereof I have here unto set my hand and affixed seal
Philadelphia this date above, JESSE W. NEAL, Register.

State of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia County, S.S. I WM. B.HANNA presiding Judge of the
Orphans Court of Philadelpha County do certify that the foregoing Certificate and Attestation made by JESSE W. NEAL, Esquire, Register of Wills and exoficio Clerk of said Orphans Court whose names thereto subscribe and seal of said Court affixed are inhere
form and made by the proper officer. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand
this 9th day of August in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and seventy
eight, WM. B. HANNA.

State of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia County, S.S. I JESSE W. NEAL, Esquire, Register of
Wills and exofficio Clerk of the Orphans Court of Philadelphia County, do certify that the
Honarable WM. B. HANNA by Whom the foregoing attestation Was made and who has
thereunto subscribed his name, was at the time of making thereof and still is presiding
Judge of the Orphans Court of Philadelphia County, duly commissioned and sworn, to all
whose acts as such full faith and credit are and ought to be given as well in Court of Judicial law as elsewhere. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the
seal of the said Court this 9th day of August in the year of our Lord, one thousand, eight
hundred and seventy eight, JESSE W. NEAL, Register of Wills and exofficio Clerk of Orphans Court.

Page 17

State of Kentucky, Muhlenberg County Court, August Term. The foregoing will of JOHN J.
DOVEY with certificates thereon was on this day produced to Court, examined by the
Court the Will with the various certificates was ordered to and with this certificate all recorded in my office. Witness my hand this the 26th day of August, A.O., 1878, JNO. E.
RENO, Clk.

47
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This indenture made this 24th April and year of our Lord, one thousand, eight hundred
and seventy eight. WM. ANDERSON Will and Testament. First, I give and bequeath to
my son WILLSON G. ANDERSON two thirds of my real estate and he is to take care of
the family that is his mother's lifetime. Second, I give and bequeath the remainder of my
estate to my beloved wife NANCY J. ANDERSON , at her death the same bequeath to
my daughter JULY AN ANDERSON. Third, I give & bequeath to my son ELIJAH J.
ANDERSON fifty dollars, this being one half of what he owes me for a mule that I sold to
him for one hundred dollars. Fourth, I give and bequeath to my three oldest children
SUSAN M. DEXTER & SARAH E. FOREHAND & CHARITY STROUD to each one dollar
a peace, my first wife CHARITY ANDERSON order forty acres of land from her fathers
estate, which he gave & bequeathed to my oldest son JOHN C. ANDERSON for which I
have made a deed of generally according to her order which I promise to do, day and
date above to which I affix my hand and seal, WILLIAM ANDERSON, his X mark. Witness
by, PRESLEY MOREHEAD, SAM'L. HENRY, SAMUEL BROWN, M.H. CAPPS.
State of Kentucky, Muhlenberg County Court, Set., August Term 1878. The foregoing last
will and testament of WILLIAM ANDERSON deceased was produced to Court on the date
aforesaid and proven to be the act and deed of said WILLIAM ANDERSON dec'd. by the
oaths of SAMUEL HENRY & SAMUEL BROWN two of the subscribing witnesses thereto
and the same is ordered to be recorded. Which Is now done accordingly, JNO. E. RENO,
Clk.

Page 18

Know all men by these presents that I NANCY J. ANDERSON widow of WILLIAM
ANDERSON deceased do hereby relinquish what is given me by the will of the said deceased and also relinquish all the rights and interests acquired by me under or by virtue of
said will. Witness my hand this 28 day of August 1878. N.J. ANDERSON. Witness, W.G.
CATES.

State of Kentucky, Muhlenberg County Court, August Term 1878, Set. The foregoing Instrument of writing was produced to Court on the date aforesaid and proven to be the act
48
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& deed of N.J. ANDERSON by the oath of W.G. CATES and the same was ordered to be
recorded which is now done accordingly, JNO. E. RENO, Clk.

I REBECCA BELL being sound in mind and of disposing memory do make thls my last will
& testament. First, I give & bequeath all my property both real, personal & mixed to my
two daughters SARAH BELL & CYNTHIA BELL to be divided equally between them. In
testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name. This August 3rd 1878.
REBECCA BELL, her X mark.
Witness, M.C. HAY, G.M. FOHL.

State of Kentucky: Muhlenberg County Court, September Term 1878, Set. The foregoing
last will and testament of REBECCA BELL deceased was produced to Court & proven to
be the act & deed of the said REBECCA BELL by the oaths of M.C. HAY & G.M. FOHL
the two subscribing witnesses thereto and the same was ordered to be recorded which is
now done accordingly, JNO.
E. RENO: Clk.

Page 19

In the name of God Amen. I ISAAC BARD in compos mentis in sound mind and understanding and after much reflection & deliberation do make & ordain this my will & testament. To MARTHA A. BARD I will & bequeath my farm (proper) Whereon I now live, the
turkey hill & so much of my cain pasture as extends up to the Muddy slew branch. The
above farm proper, the turkey hill & pasture lands on there described in the following
boundary, to wit: Beginning at a sycamore & at the mouth of a branch on the east bank of
Pond River immediately above Jethro's ford in Muhlenberg County Kentucky & running up
the centre of said River with the -------- to a stake in the mouth of the Muddy slew In the
edge of Pond River, there up the said Muddy slew with its to a beech & sugar tree on the
east bank, south east of the south and of the turkey hill, thence due east to a stake in
ALBINA F. BARD'S line, thence with her line a northerly course to PIERCE IRVIN & Co.
-

(the coal company) corner, thence with their several lines & corners running up past my
49
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house & partly around to a sugar tree their corner near the waggon road , thence wtth the
line of the reserved road to the rail road of PIERCE IRVIN & Co. (the coal company) to a
beech tree corner of said company near & north of the rail road, thence west twenty feet
or more to a stake their corner of said company, thence running back parallel with said
line to a stake twenty feet or more south west from the aforesaid sugar tree their corner
near the road , thence with their lines & corners to the beginning near above Jethro's ford
on Pond River is ---oled at five hundred acres less or more. I Will & bequeath to MARTHA

A. BARD enhanced by the fact that she has staid with us a longer time & waited on us
more than any of the children. Mrs. MATILDA M. BARD may have & retain her dower, one
third in the farm proper it being two hundred acres less or more north of the Elk Pond
Creek for her life time & there the dower land to revert back to MARTHA A. BARD as
above described & bequeathed . I also will & bequeath to my daughter VERONA M.
LARKINS & her children the upper part of my cain pasture that is my land bounded south
by the line of her sister MARTHA A. BARD, beginning at a stake MARTHA A. BARD'S
corner at the mouth of the Muddy slew on Pond River & running up the centre of said
River

Page 20
with short the meanders to big branch on the east side, thence up the river a distance to a
beech & sugar tree corner of the Owen Island, 200 acres tract corner of ALBIAN F.
BARD, thence east with said branch her lines & corners to a mulberry, white oak & beech
her corner on the west bank of the lake, thence down the said lake with ISAAC BARD'S
lines to a gum at the lower end of the lake & corner of the lower survey of ALBINA F.
BARD, thence with her lines & comers to a stake in her line MARTHA A. BARD'S line to
her comer a beech & sugar tree her corner on the east side of the Muddy slew & near the
south end of the turkey hill, thence down the Muddy slew with the ----- to the beginning
estimated at four hundred acres be the same or less. To my children H.G. BARD,
LUTHER BARD & VERONA M. LARKINS & LE . BARD I will & bequeath the following
tract of land provided I do nob sell them , to wit: 1st one tract above four hundred acres still
----- ----- & adjoining JORDON BASS in christain county in my two ----- calling for over 500

acres. 2nd tract my land on Coal Creek & near the west fork of Pond River: Christian
County KY adjoining DAVIS at the upper end the Red house farm & REO E. HENDRICKS
at the lower end supposed to be 500 acres -------- of the poling for 1413 acres. 3rd (----)

so
Volume
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tract a little over 100 acres on the Dogwood Flatt (see my patint) (get copy at Frankfort)
lying near Mr. TAUDY in north Chistian County KY, hard to find one corner, standing a big
poplar near a road south not from TAUDYIS farm, Bull Creek. 5th, forty acres adjoining &
near two spring form on waters of Elk Pond Creek. 6th, seventy five acres adjoining
HERALSON & ISAAC BRANSCOMB on the head of Cypress Creek in Muhlenberg Co.
KY. 7th, about 400 acres on the north side of the same Creek near its mouth on & below
the Rumsey & Madisonville road in McLean Co. KY. The whole amount of the above
lands bequeathed as above stated I suppose to be unsurveyed in their present forms
about sixteen hundred acres to my above named children or 400 acres a piece. I consider
that I have already years ago done about an equal part with my sons HENRY LUTHER &
LAFAYETTE

Page 21

by way of inheritance they all have good farms HENRY by we wife valuable near the rail

-

road of my lands procured of we though sold to them yet as I concrete as I told them
when I Deeded the lands to them in the spirit of donation in the way of inheritance besides
so many other ways I helped them. But as yet and at a late date compared with them I
have done my little for my daughters when they are certainly very deserving. I donate &
bequeath my surveyors compare & for & at compare to LUTHER BARD & LAFAYETTE
BARD. 1 donate & bequeath my books to be equally divided among all my children should
there be any notes on hand or debt due we, I donate & will them to VERONA M.
LARKINS, the remainder of my personal property I donate & Will to MARTHA A. BARD.
This my will studied & written the third time in sound mind & good health. I make this my
Will & testament & have done the best I could impartially for my children so in

the presence of God I sign my name. I hereby appoint Mrs. MATILDA M. BARD executrix
of my estate the Court to accept her without her giving security 1874 January. Witness my
hand, ISAAC BARD. Test, F.M. ALLISON, THOS. A. SUMMERS, JNO. E. RENO.

State of Kentucky, Muhlenberg County Court, Set. September Term 1878. The foregoing
last will and testament of ISAAC BARD deceased was produced to Court on the date
51

Volume 20 Number 3

Jul Aug Sep 1998

The Muhlenberg County Heritage

son ERSKIN E. QUISSENBERRY, that is to say one hundred acres of said tract to the
said CATHARINE FRAZIER to be laid of the south end of the tract and adjoining the land
of her husband , RC. FRAZIER this device to the said CATHARINE FRAZIER to her during her natural

Page 24
life and then her children to share and share alike and the hundred acres devised to
MARGARET QUISSENBERRY to be laid of so as to include the dwelling and out houses
when said land and said devise is to her the said MARGARET QUISSENBERRY during
her life and then to her children begotten by my said son E.E. QUISSENBERRY they to
share and share alike. Item 3, if at my decease there should remain any personal property
money choses in action &c I desire the property sold and what may be due me collected
and divided between my two children CATHARINE FRAZIER and E.E. QUISSENBERRY
but out of the proceeds thereof my debts must be paid if any. Item 4 I hereby appoint and
constitute my son E.E. QUISENBERRY my executor and request that he faithfully carry
out this my last will and testament. In testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my signature
this 6 day of September 1878, JASE. QUSEBE. Signed in our presence this 6 day of
September 1878, S.P . LOVE , S.J. ADAMS .

1, JAMES QUISENBBRY do make and ordain the addition hereto attached to this my Will
as a Codecil that is to say: I want the land mentioned in Item 2 of this will so divided as to
leave each hundred acres so divided in as good shape as possible without regard to its
cosaLigtnly to the lands of D. FRAZBR as mentioned in said Item 2nd. 2, I have a note on
ROBERT J. CESSNA of date 15 April 1863 due at one day for three hundred dollars with
a credit of two hundred dollars Aug. 2, 1864 and twenty dollars paid March 3, 1869. Also
an other note of date 1st March 1872 for one hundred and sixty six dollars due at one day
after date with a credit of twenty dollars April 26, 1872. Also thirty dollars paid June 24,
1873 and ten dollars of no date which I request my executor to settle with said CESSNA
and if he can purchase some land of said CESSNA about of his land which is to be for the
use of my old and faithful servant JOE and his Wife during their natural lives and then to
go to my two children CATHARINE FRAZIER and E.E . QUISSENBERRY. 3, I will during
their lives to said JOE and his wife ehe occupancy of the cabin garden and cots which
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they have now in possession free of rent and on which ever land it falls to in the division of
the land must take it subject

Page 25

to their bequest. I also give said JOE as long as he may work, the use of the coal bank on
condition that he furnish my son E.E. QUISSENBERRY and his family each year their
supply of coal. Oct. 2, 1878, JAMES T. QUISSENBERRY, his X mark. Witnesses, S.P.
LOVE, W.A. PARX .

State of Kentucky, Muhlenberg County Court, Set. February Term 1879. The foregoing
last will and testament together with the Codecil thereto attached of JAMES T.
QUISSENBERRY deed. was produced to Court and the said Will proven to be the act and
deed of the said JAMES T. QUISSENBERRY by the oaths of S.P. LOVE & S.J. ADAMS
-

the two subscribing witnesses thereto and also the said Codecil was proven to be the act
and deed of the said QUISSENBBRRY by the oaths of S.P. LOVE & W.A. PARK the two
subscribing witnesses thereto. Whereupon said Will and Codecil thereto attached was
ordered to be recorded which is now done accordingly. Att., JNO. E. RENO, Clk.

I WILLIAM HELTSLEY being of sound mind and disposing memory so make and publish
this my last Will and Testament. First, I will and desire that all my just debts and furneral
expenses be paid. Second, I give and bequeath to my wife CATHARINE all my property
real, personal or mixed of every kind during her life or widowhood. Third, at her death or
marriage I give and bequeath to to my two youngest children MARTHA ELLEN and
PHILIP ROBERT all my property b0th real, personal and mixed to have and enjoy the
same. Fourth, my older children by my first wife have received all of my estate that I expect them to haver having done the best I could for them, that I was able to do. Fifth, I
hereby appoint my wife CATHARINE executrix of this my last Will and Testament. And
further desire and request that she execute bond without giving any security on said bond,
hereby making all former Wills by me made. Given under my hand this 6 day of May
-

1878, WILLIAM HELTSLEY, his X mark. Test, S.W. IRVIN, C.W. SHORT. Page 26
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State of Kentucky, Muhlenberg will and testament of WILLIAM and deed of the said
WILLIAM subscribing witnesses thereto , done accordingly. Attn JNO . E.

County Court, Set. February Term 1879. The foregoing last HELTSLEY deed was produced to Court and proven to be the act and deed of the said WM . HELTSLEY, by the
oaths of S.W. IRVIN, C.W. SHORT, the two subscribing witnesses thereto, whereupon
the same was ordered to be recorded , which is now done accordingly. Att, JNO. E.
RENO, Clk.
(Wills from Book 4 will be continued in the next issue)

OU ERIE§
GRAHAM,WEEDMAN
I am searching for John Robert GRAHAM, b. Sept. 1862, married to Sarah WEEDMAN,
b. abt 1867. Children include Hallie, Allice 'May', Compton, Lester, and Everitt. I have
very little except on GRAHAMs second marriage to Ada 0. Nash -Bales- Cutliff. Residence in May 19, 1900 is listed as Central City.
Thank you,
Robin Goffe
5999 Monaco Cir.
SLC, UT. 84121
E-Mail : goffes@micron.net
LOTT-COMBS
I am searching for the parents, birth place, name of first wife, and the names of the
siblings of BARTHOLOMEW LOTT, whose daughter Elizabeth married Anderson
COMBS in Muhlenberg County on 3 March 1816. The Will of BARTHOLOMEW
LOTT was dated 6 April 1819 in Muhlenberg County and names his child ren , current
wife and ste p-daughter.
Any clue will be appreciated.
Andrew J. Tidwell
54 Hampton D rive
Seguin, TX 78155
Email: atidwell@msn.com
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An Unknown Ancestor
As of press time for this issue, we do not have a definite identity on the previous issue's
"Unknown Ancestor", but who knows, perhaps the person who has a clue to the identity of
the couple featured in this
article the last time around
will see the photo and step
forward with the information.
The photo for this
issue was contributed

by

Marilyn Cessna of Island,
who would really like to get
a definite identity for this
person.

She

believes

the

photo may be of Mariah
Markwell.
Respones

or

sub-

missions may be addressed
to The Muhlenberg County
Genealogical Society, PO Box 758, Greenville, KY 42345. Or they may sent to James Wallace,
237 West Main Cross Street, Greenville, KY 42345.
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NEW§ PKOM THE YEffK - 191Z
A Young Man Dies
session. Judge Sandidge announced that
he would set a time for the special
term, at which murder trials on the
docket will be tried. It is sure that this
special term will be held soon.

Hansford D. Kennedy, the 15 year old
son of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Kennedy, died at their home two miles
south of town at midnight last Friday.
For six months he had been a constant
sufferer from Bright's Disease, which
had for some years manifested itself.
Hansford was a bright, manly boy, and
was not only a favorite of his parents,
but was one of the most popular boys
of the neighborhood. He was kind,
thoughtful and obedient, and possessed
the desirable qualities that made and
held friends. Through all of his sufferings he was uncomplaining bearing his
afflictions with fortitude that was unusual. He realized that his case was
hopeless, but met the condition without
a tremor, declaring he was ready to answer the call whenever it came, and
expressing the hope that he might die
young.
Rev. W. H. Woodson conducted the funeral service at Friendship
Church at 1 :30 o'clock Sunday afternoon, and the church was packed with
relatives and friends.
His parents, brothers and sisters have
the most profound sympathy of a wide
circle of friends, as the death of this boy
is a general loss.

Lovell Bros., the coal men, lost a fine
mule last week, the animal slipping on
the ice and receiving injuries from
which it died.

The home of Mr. Marion Latham, was
destroyed, with most its contents, las~
Saturday. Mr. Latham lives south ot
town, and is one of the well known
farmers of the Pond Creek Section.
There was no insurance on the house
or its contents, and the loss will be a
heavy one on the family.

Mr. John Hallinan suffered a fall on the
street Tuesday night, and was severely
shocked by the concussion. He was
walking down Main Street when one
foot struck an obstacle, causing the
tumble, and for a time rendering him
unconscious. He is improving and will
soon be out, with no permanent injuries.

Circuit Court was adjourned last Saturday afternoon, after a busy two - week
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NEW§ FROM TttE

Nicholson-Sisk Wedding On Christmas
Day

Yum - 19Z6

Graham News
The seven weeks old infant of Cecil
Loney died Tuesday and was buried
Wednesday.

Miss Elizabeth Nicholson and Mr.
James Loran Sisk were united in marriage
Friday, December 25, at I p.m. at the home
if Mr. and Mrs. Ira Shutt, Rev. G.B. Bush
performing the ceremony in the presence
of a few relatives and friends.
The bride is the attractive daughter
of Mrs. Lola Nicholson of Cherry Hill. She
is a very popular teacher in the city
schools. The groom is a son of J.R. Sisk of
this city, and has a responsible position in
the city postoffice.
The couple took a short wedding
trip to Louisville and are now at home in
their apartment at the home of F.H. Lewis
on Main street.
A wide circle of friends is extending
congratulations and best wishes to Mr. and
Mrs. Fisk, and the whole city wishes them
much happiness in their new relation.

Man And Wife Drown In River
Former McLean County Couple Are Trag·
edy Victims At Rumsey
R.M. Phipps, 32, produce broker,
of Evansville, and his wife, Grace 28, both
formerly of McLean county, met death in
the icy waters of Green River, at Rumsey,
Sunday morning at 4:30 o'clock.
Mr. and Mrs. Phipps spent Christmas with the latter's parents Mr. and Mrs.
P.H. Mullin, in Calhoun. Saturday night
they spent at the home of a brother of Mrs.
Phipps, Gilbert Mullin and from his home
they left early yesterday morning to catch
the boat for Evansville.
Too late to catch the boat at Calhoun they crossed the river in a skiff to get
aboard before the steamer cleared the
Rumsey locks. It is believed that as they
neared the locks they saw the boat ready to
leave and Mrs. Phippsr in a hurry to reach
it before it pulled out and perhaps blinded
by the lights, missed her footing on the lock
wall and fell 12 feet into the water. Her
husband, hearing her scream, leaned after
her. The couple was well known in and
about Calhoun, coming from prominent
western Kentucky families. They were
married eight years.

Unknown Negro Killed At Central City
An unknown negro was shot to
death in Meadows Hill, on the outskirts of
Central City on Sunday night before
Christmas, by Finis Williams also colored,
of Cleaton. The stranger attempted to hold
up Williams and slashed his throat dangerously before he was shot. Williams was released without bail at his examining trial.
Morgan Mine Employe Killed By Falling
Slate
Rollie Calvert in his 41st year, was
killed by falling slate in the Morgan Mine
on Saturday, December 19. He is survived
by one son and several brothers and sisters
in this county.
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Disease Terminology - Part Two

Eclampsia: A form of toxemia (toxins-or poisons-in the blood) accompanying pregnancy.
See dropsy.
Effluvia: Exhalations. In the mid-nineteenth century, they were called "vapours" and distinguished into the contagious effluvia such as alveolar (measles); marsh effluvia such as
miasmata.
Emphysema pulmonary: A chronic, irreversible disease of the lungs.
Enteric fever: See typhoid fever.
Epilepsy: A disorder of the nervous system, characterized either by mild, episodic loss of
attention or sleepiness (petitt mal) or by severe convulsions with loss of consciousness
(grand mal). Synonyms: falling
sickness, fits.
Erysipelas: A disease. Synonyms: Rose. Saint Anthony's Fire (from its burning heat or,
perhaps, because Saint Anthony was supposed to cure it miraculously).
Fatty Liver: Cirrhosis
Flux: See dysentery. Furuncle: See boil.
Gangrene: Death and decay of tissue in a part of the body-usually a limb -- due to injury,
disease, or failure of blood supply. Synonym: mortification.
Glandular Fever: Mononucleosis
Gleet: See catarrh.
Gravel: A disease characterized by small stones which are formed in the kidneys, passed
along the ureters to the bladder, and expelled with the urine. Synonym: kidney stone.
Grippe: an old term for influenza
Hectic fever: A daily recurring fever with profound sweating chills, and flushed appearance - often associated with pulmonary tuberculosis or septic poisoning.
Hives: A skin eruption of smooth, slightly elevated areas on the skin which is redder or
paler than the surrounding skin. Often attended by severe itching. Also called cynanche
trachealis. In the mid-nineteenth century, hives was a commonly given cause of death of
children three years and under. Because true hives does not kill, croup was probably the
actual cause of death in those children.
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Hospital fever: See typhus.
Hydrocephalus: See dropsy.
Hydrothorax: See dropsy.
lcterus: See jaundice.
lnanition: Exhaustion from lack of nourishment; starvation.
Infection: In the early part of the last century, infections were thought to be the propagation of disease by effluvia (see above) from patients crowded together. "Miasms" were
believed to be substances which could not be seen in any form - emanations not apparent
to the senses. Such miasms were understood to act by infection.
Inflammation: Redness, swelling, pain, tenderness, heat, and disturbed function of an
area of the body. In the last century, cause of death omen was listed as inflammation of a
body organ - such as, brain or lung - but this was purely a descriptive term and is not
helpful in identifying the actual underlying disease.
Jail fever: See typhus.
Jaundice: Yellow discoloration of the skin, whites of the eyes, and mucous membranes,
due to an increase of bile pigments in the blood. Synonym: icterus.
Kidney stone: See gravel.
Kings evil: A popular name for scrofula. The name originated in the time of Edward the
Confessor, with the belief that the disease could be cured by the touch of the King of
England.
Lockjaw: Tetanus, a disease in which the jaws become firmly locked together. Synonyms: erasmus,
tetanus.
Lung Fever: pneumonia
Lung Sickness: Tuberculosis
Malignant fever: See typhus.
Marasmus: Malnutrition occurring in infants and young children , caused by an insufficient
intake of calories or protein.

Meningitis: Inflammation of the meninges characterized by high fever, severe headache,
and stiff neck or back muscles. Synonym: brain fever.
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Milk Sick: Poisoning resulting from the drinking of milk produced by a cow who had eaten
a plant known as white snake root
Modal: gangrene
Neuralgia: Sharp and paroxysmal pain along the course of a sensory nerve.
Paristhmitis: See quinsy.
Petechial fever: See typhus.
Phthisis: See consumption.
Plague/Black Death: Bubonic Plague
Pleurisy: Inflammation of the pleura, the lining of the chest cavity. Symptoms are chills,
fever, dry coughs
and pain in the affected side (a stitch).
Pneumonia: Inflammation of the lungs
Podagra: Gout
Potts Disease: Tuberculosis of the spinal vertebrae
Putrid fever: See typhus.

( Disease Terminology will conclude ,n the next issue of The Heritage)

M.Co.G.S.
Helping Muhlenberg County celebrate 200 years
ofpeople and history.
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In this section of the Heritage we will look at one of the problems facing us as we research our family histories and hunt for those elusive ancestors ..... HANDWRITING !
Below is an example of samples of letters from a 17th century Parish Register. As you
see, there is a great deal of variation from one sample to another in the same letter ...

ft Ol,

tf1-·

Not only have our words and their meanings changed throughout the years, the way
we form the letters have too.
In order to get the most information from the records that are available, we have to
decipher these records and put meaning into the symbols we see on the old documents or papers that we find.
As we read old Bible, census, courthouse, archive and Church records to obtain the
names, places and dates, often we are unclear at the words before us. Also, the further back we go - the harder it is to read.
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An important note to remember is that much of the writing is "phonetic." They wrote
the name the best that they could by how it sounded.

One of the most dramatic changes in letters has been the letter "s."
Here is a regular lower case "s" and another "s" that looks like a backward lower case "f."

Over 100 years ago the "s" was often written like a backward "f." This strange symbol for
"s" was used very commonly in instances where there was a "double s." The unusual s
first, called the "leadings." Then the regulars.

This name was found in the U.S. Census. The name was interpreted to be "Jefse" (after
all, there are some very unusual names on these records). Later the correct translation
was found and corrected. The true translation is "Jesse."

Some of the writing looks like our modern day shorthand. To save paper and time, abbreviations were used often. Here are some of the things you will encounter:

(Above are the abbreviations for the names George, Andrew, and Edward or Edwin.)
Lines are often found in abbreviations. They can be found over, under and through any
given abbreviation.

( These are the abbreviations for Alexander, John or Jonathan, and Simon )
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Smaller letters (both top and bottom) are common.

Single and double dots are used in a variety of positions.
( The names above are Zachariah or Zacharia, Nicholas or Nicolas, and Matthew.)
And this final important note~ many of our ancestors could not write. Many of the signatures on wills and other legal documents were signed by a court clerk, while the person made his or her "mark."
Even if they could write, many people still used marks.
All of this leads us to one very very important conclusion, when you are doing your research and transcribing that early document, look at the letters a second time and take
them in context with what you have already transcribed!

Our ancestors often used the following naming procedure when picking out a name
for a new child. This explains why certain names are VERY common in a given
family line. Watching for these patterns can help in your genealogy research.

1st son = father's father
2nd son = mother's father
3rd son = father
4th son = father's oldest brother
5th son = father's 2nd oldest brother or mother's oldest brother
1st dau = mother's mother
2nd dau = father's mother
3rd dau = mother
4th dau = mother's oldest sister
5th dau = mother's 2nd oldest sister or father's oldest sister
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OmTQl1RIE§
FROM THE GREENVILLE LEttDER.
Greenville Leader jan 13, 1928 Deaths
Mrs. James Morris, 33 years old died at her
home in Graham January 6th of pneumonia. Funeral and burial were conducted at
Nebo on the following day. Deceased is
survived by her husband and seven children.

19Zo

married to Angeline Walker and for the
past 22 years had made his home in Graham. His wife died some ten years ago,
and since that time he had made his home
with his son, John.
Surviving are two sons, John Samples, Graham, and E.G. Samples, Chicago Ill., and
four daughters, Mrs. R.G. Beard, Graham;
Mrs. Lynn Shannon, Graham; Mrs. Pete
Walker,
Greenville,
and
Mrs.
J.L.
Wakeland, Greenville.

Geraldine, 4 months old child of Mr. and
Mrs. Aubrey Cheney, died January 10th of
pneumonia. Burial was at Unity.
An infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis
Cornette, Greenville, Route 3, died on
January 2nd. Interment Was at Cherry
Grove.

John McDonald Killed in Gibralter Mine
Accident
John McDonald, a well known and respected Greenville man, met instant death
at about 8 o'clock Tuesday morning: soon
after he had gone to work at the Gibralter
Coal Mininq Co. at Brownsville. He was
engaged as a sulphur picker, removing this
impurity from coal as it passed on a conveyor belt, and placing it in the sulphur
chain belt. In some manner he fell onto the
chain belt, and while the machinery was
stopped as soon as possible he was crushed
and instantly killed.
The death of Mr. McDonald has brought
grief to his many friends here and his
widow and family are receiving deepest
sympathy from their many friends and
relatives.
Funeral services will be conducted from the
home this afternoon at 2 :30 o'clock. Burial
will follow in Evergreen cemetery.

Local Woman Dies At Providence 1928
(probably early in Jan.)
Mrs. Tinnie Hickman died Tuesday night
at the home of her son, Mr. William
Hickman, at Providence. The body was
brought here yesterday, and following
services at Friendship, interment was made
in the cemetery there beside her husband.
She was a native of this county, and has a
host of friends who mourn her passing.
Jan 20, 1928 P.I
Thomas F. Samples Dies at His Home In
Graham
Mr. Thomas F. Samples, age 73, died at
the home of his son, John Samples, Graham, Tuesday afternoon at 5 o'clock of
Bright's disease. Funeral services were held
from the St. Charles church in Hopkins
county, Thursday afternoon at 2 :30 o'clock,
interment followed in Christian Privilege
cemetery.
Mr.Samples was born in Georgia, moved to
Kentucky when quite a young man, was

Feb 3, 1928 P.l
Sarah Drake was born Aug 21, 1855, died
January 6, 1928, age 72 years, 4 months
and fifteen days. She was married to J. F.
Drake in 1876. To this union were born
eleven children, ten of whom survive, Mrs.
69
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J M Craft, Rosewood; Mrs D Ford, Avon
Park, F1 a; Mrs. George Hardison of Kirkmansville; Mrs B F Drake, Hopkinsville;
Mrs. Shelley Carey, of Weir; Mrs. W. K.
Drake, of Alabama; Mrs. Calvin Drake, of
Clifty, Miss Ermine Drake, S. R. Drake and
J.C. Drake, all of Kirkmansville. Besides her
husband and children she leaves 23 grandchildren and four great grandchildren and
one brother, R. Y. King, of Tennessee and
three sisters, Mrs. Dr. Lewis of Greenville,
Mrs. M. L. Prowse of California, and Mrs.
Rebecca Wells of Bancroft.
She professed religion in early life and lived
a faithful Christian until death. She had
been in declining health for several years
and had suffered intensely, but bore it patiently with unwavering faith in Him.
Funeral services were conducted at Emberry church by her pastor, W. W. Harrell
and the remains were laid to rest in the
cemetery near the church to await the Resurrection.

To the bereaved we extend heartfelt sympathy and remind them that God doeth all
things well.
Feb 10, 1928 Bremen
Last Monday night as the heavy rain descended and Heaven's thunder rolled, the
death angel swooped down from on high
and caught up little Addie Glover and carried her away from this troubled world to a
bright home on high.
To the bereaved we would say, "Think not
of her as one who is dead, but as a bud
transplanted to a better clime to become a
beautiful flower.
The primary department will miss her
bright shining face, as the sad days roll on.

Feb 3, 1928 Card Of thanks
We want to take this means of expressing
our thanks and appreciation to our many
friends and neighbors for their help and
sympathy during the illness and death of
our son and brother Darrel McDonald.
May the richest blessings of Him who doeth all things well be with each one.
THE FAMILY

Feb 10, 1928 Bremen
Mrs. Mary Lewis was summoned to her
great reward by death February 7, 1928.
Mrs. Lewis leaves to mourn her loss her
husband and five children, Mr. John Lewis
of Detroit, Mrs. Joe Bennet, Mrs. Walter
Darner, Robert Lewis and Minnie Lewis,
all of Bremen, besides a host of friends.
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